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New  Years  Message 
rom  the  Ministers  of  Agriculture 


As  1988  draws  to  a  close  it 
eems  appropriate  that  we 
eflect  upon  the  achievements 
f  the  past  year  and  look 
brward  to  the  challenges  that 
ace  us  in  the  New  Year. 

As  ministers  responsible 
or  Alberta  Agriculture,  we 
ould  like  to  take  this 
pportunity  to  express  our 
eep  feelings  of  pride  and 
atisfaction  in  the  way  our 
epartment  has  worked 
ogether  to  serve  rural 
lbertans.  The  year  has  been 
ighlighted  by  many  projects 
nd  achievements,  all  of  which 
ave  made  a  tremendous 
ontribution  to 


the  economic  well-being  of  our 
province. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you,  we 
have  succeeded  in  making  the 
government's  fundamental 
plan  for  agriculture  work. 
First,  we  have  provided 
programs  to  reduce  farm  input 
costs.  Second,  we  have 
provided  a  safety  net  of 
insurance  stabilization 
programs  to  maintain  farm 
income.  Third,  we  have 
maintained  an  all  out  effort  to 
build  a  more  competitive  and 
diversified  agriculture 
industry. 


As  the  New  Year 
approaches,  we  view  our 
future  with  optimism.  The 
progress  and  success  of  our 
agricultural  industry  and  the 
province  as  a  whole  depend,  to 
a  great  extent,  on  the  talents 
and  resourcefulness  of  Alberta 
Agriculture  staff.  We  have 
faith  in  these  qualities  and  in 
the  ability  of  the  department 
to  face  the  challenges  of  1989, 
and  to  make  the  most  of  every 
opportunity  the  coming  year 
presents. 

Peter  Elzinga    Shirley  Cripps 


A  New  Years  Message 
from  the  Deputy  Minister 


As  we  enter  the  New  Year,  let  us 
pause  to  reflect  on  1988  and  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  challenges  that  lie 
ahead.  Part  of  that  preparation  is 
for  each  of  us  to  relax  and  take  stock 
of  our  personal  responsibilities  and 
objectives  and  how  they  will  be 
accomplished. 


On  reflection,  1988  has  been  a 
good  year  for  agriculture  in  Alberta 
and  for  Alberta  Agriculture.  Much 
of  our  province  escaped  the  drought 
and  there  was  an  increase  in  overall 
farm  income.  Alberta's  food  and 
beverage  industry  continued  to 
expand  consistent  with 
opportunities  in  domestic  and  export 
markets.  The  western  USA  and 
Southeast  Asia,  Japan  in  particular, 
are  growing  and  exciting  markets 
for  red  meats  and  other  food 
products. 

Most  rewarding  to  me,  and  I 
hope  to  you,  is  the  increasing  team 
work  that  we  exhibit  in  the 
department.  This  closeness  and  co- 
operation starts  with  the  clear 
direction  and  support  of  our 
Ministers  and  is  facilitated  by  our 
strategic  planning  and  management 
process.  This  co-operation  and 
collaboration,  within  and  across 
divisional  lines,  augurs  well  for 
effective  efforts  and  results  in  1989. 
It  also  makes  our  work  more 
enjoyable  and  rewarding. 


I  am  proud  to  be  part  of  the 
dedicated  and  capable  people  who 
are  Alberta  Agriculture.  I  am 
confident  that  our  teamwork,  better 
focus  and  increasing  resources  will 
lead  to  even  greater 
accomplishments  on  behalf  of  the 
great  industry  that  we  serve. 

I  would  be  remiss  not  to  thank 
and  congratulate  you  on  your 
community  spirit  and  service.  One 
major  example  is  that  Edmonton 
staff  exceeded  our  United  Way  goal 
by  giving  nearly  $26,000  to  those 
less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

Lastly,  I  wish  you  a  most  sincere 
Happy  New  Year,  following,  I  trust, 
an  enjoyable  and  restful  Christmas 
with  family  and  friends. 

H.B.  McEwen 


Christmas  spirit 

alive  and  well  in  the  south 

There  didn't  seem  to  be  shortage  of  Christmas  spirit  in 
Alberta  Agriculture's  southern  region  this  year,  with 
$1,110  raised  by  department  staff  for  the  Salvation 
Army's  "Christmas  Fund  for  the  Needy".  The  fund- 
raising  took  place  as  a  result  of  challenge  between  the 
Lethbridge  regional  office  and  all  of  the  other  district 


offices  in  Region  1.  Bea  Foreman  with  the  Medicine  Hat 
district  office  headed  up  the  district  offices'  team,  while 
Cheryl  Koyata  and  Anita  Tymburski  co-captained  the 
regional  office  team.  Staff  at  the  Lethbridge  office  plan  to 
extend  a  similar  challenge  to  all  regional  and  district 
offices  next  year! 


Dave  Ramsay: 

Enriching  the  Lives  of  Others 


It's  been  almost  a  year  since 
Dave  Ramsay  made  his 
"Volunteers  Unlimited"  run 
from  Leduc  to  Calgary  in  -25°C 
temperatures,  but  the  rewards 
and  recognition  are  still  rolling 
in.  Eight  months  after 
accomplishing  this  noteworthy 
feat,  he  was  awarded  Air 
Canada's  Heart  of  Gold  Award. 

Dave,  who  works  at  the  Food 
Processing  Development  in  Leduc, 
began  the  270-kilometre  run  the 
morning  of  January  30  along  with  his 
five-member  crew.  He  successfully 
completed  the  run  four  days  later  in 
Calgary  at  the  Interfaith  Food  Bank. 

By  making  the  non-profit  trek, 
covering  about  60  kilometres  a  day, 
Dave  wanted  to  pay  tribute  to  and 
raise  awareness  for  work  done  by 
volunteers  and  at  the  same  time 
collect  pledges  to  assist  food  banks  in 
Alberta. 

Dave  was  honored  by  Air  Canada 
at  a  reception  at  the  Edmonton 
International  Airport  September  9. 
The  company's  Heart  of  Gold  Award 
Program,  which  was  launched  in 
March  in  more  than  700  community 
newspapers,  called  for  nominations  of 
individual  Canadians  who  have 
helped  others  or  in  some  way 
contributed  to  the  improvement  of  life 
in  their  community. 

Dave  was  one  of  22  candidates 
nominated  through  the  Leduc 
Representative  and  one  of  about  750 
nominated  across  the  province.  Each 
was  presented  with  a  commemorative 


Heart  of  Gold  pin- the  Air  Canada 
maple  leaf  logo  stamped  on  a  golden 
heart-as  well  as  a  nomination 
certificate. 

Dave  first  got  the  idea  for  the  run 
two  summers  ago.  As  a  sports 
enthusiast  who  appreciates  the 
Olympics,  and  as  a  volunteer  he 
decided  to  put  his  talents  to  work. 

"Some  people  said  I  should  have 
my  head  examined,"  says  the  33- 
year-old  technologist.  "But  I  looked 
at  this  run  as  my  way  of  saying 
thanks  to  volunteers  and  perhaps 
helping  a  lot  of  people  at  the  same 
time." 

"  I  have  a  good  job,  enjoy  good 
health  and  consider  myself  very 
fortunate,"  says  Dave.  "As  a 
volunteer  myself  I  know  the  work 
that  many,  many  people  provide  as 


volunteers,  on  countless  projects,  in 
every  community  in  Alberta. 

"Whether  it's  the  day-to-day 
work  of  volunteer  firefighters,  or 
people  helping  during  disasters  like 
the  tornado  that  struck  Edmonton,  or 
people  organizing  special  events  such 
as  the  Olympics,  it's  the  volunteers 
and  the  community  donating  their 
time  and  money  that  really  makes 
the  difference." 

His  training,  which  began  in 
October  of  1987,  included  daily 
running  workouts.  As  a  guidepost  he 
used  a  44-kilometre  run  he  made 
between  Leduc  and  Calmar  in  about 
4.5  hours,  without  food  or  rest. 

Originally,  Dave  had  hoped  to 
make  the  run  in  88  hours  in  honor  of 
the  '88  Olympics,  but  because  of  the 
cold  weather  that  week  he  was 
slowed  down.  It  took  103  hours  to 
complete  the  run. 

On  his  arrival  in  Calgary,  a 
miniature  oil  derrick  was  presented 
to  the  City  of  Calgary  on  behalf  of  the 
County  of  Leduc,  and  accepted  by 
Alderman  Al  Duerr  for  Mayor  Ralph 
Klein. 

He  completed  the  trek  with  no 
lasting  ill  effects-sore  feet  and  legs 
but  no  frostbite. 

In  the  meantime  Dave  continues 
to  be  an  active  member  of  the  Leduc 
community.  He's  a  volunteer 
firefighter  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

When  asked  if  he  has  any  plans 
for  any  long  distance  runs  in  the 
future,  Dave  replies,  "Not  for  awhile, 
but  I  do  plan  to  run  from  Edmonton 
to  Montreal  when  I'm  50." 


United  Way  Campaign  a  Success 

As  of  December  1,  Alberta  Agriculture  staff  in  the  Edmonton 
area  raised  $25,995  toward  the  1988  United  Way  Campaign, 
representing  104  per  cent  of  the  $25,000  goal.  Congratulations 
to  all  staff  who  helped  reach  this  1988  objective. 


The  United  Way  campaign  for 
Edmonton  area  Alberta  Agriculture 
employees  featured  a  number  of 
special  events  this  year.  The  kick- 
off  ceremony,  organized  by  Rafena 
Ally,  featured  presentations  from 
representatives  from  the  1988 
Edmonton  United  Way  Committee. 
Doug  Radke,  assistant  deputy 
minister  of  planning  and 
development,  unveiled  the  display 
which  helped  record  the  progress  of 
the  campaign  through  the  following 
weeks. 

The  rickshaw  race,  an  annual 
feature  of  the  department's  United 
Way  campaign,  was  co-ordinated  by 
Sarah  Blanchette  with  assistance 
from  O.S.  Longman  Building  food 
lab  staff.  This  year,  the  Alberta 
Agriculture  team  of  Shelley 
Kossowan  and  Bently  Rolf  posted 
the  fastest  lap  time  and  our  teams 
collected  a  total  of  $832.83  in 
pledges.  Jeanie  Munroe  raised  the 
most  pledges  for  a  total  of  $206. 

Marriott  Food  Services,  the 
cafeteria  caterers,  played  an  active 
part  in  the  campaign  this  year  with 
a  share  of  one  noon  meal,  a 
concession  at  the  rickshaw  race  and 
a  coffee-doughnut  deal,  adding 
$94.67  to  the  campaign  total. 
Eileen  Shewchuk  and  Alfreda 
Strzelec,  assisted  by  Norma 
Burroughs  and  Rafena  Ally, 
organized  a  bake  sale  on  October  18. 
Contributions  from  department  staff 
and  the  Marriott  Food  Services 
kitchen  sold  briskly  to  a  total  of 
$148.95.  A  special  feature  of  the 
bake  sale  was  the  silent  auction  of 
the  rocking  horse  crafted  and 
donated  by  Bernie  Yakimyshyn.  It 
sold  on  the  opening  bid  of  $100! 


1988  United  Way  Committee,  from  left  to 
right,  Gail  Stinson,  Ross  Gould,  Bernie 
Yakimyshyn,  Robert  Hornbrook,  Rafena  Ally, 
Eileen  Shewchuk  and  Sarah  Blanchette. 
Missing:  Alfreda  Strzelec. 


During  coffee  break  the 
afternoon  of  November  20,  cafeteria 
patrons  were  entertained  by  the 
"Barbershop  Buskers".  The  group, 
consisting  of  singers  from 
department  staff,  included  Ross 
Gould,  Pat  Davidson,  Cora 
Sanders-Turner,  Rita  Butts, 
Carol  Love-Rolheiser,  Emily 
Samoil,  Andy  McPhee  and  Bernie 
Yakimyshyn.  While  they  sang  for 
the  customers,  other  members  of  the 
department  United  Way  campaign 
committee  circulated  through  the 
cafeteria  shining  patrons'  shoes. 
Together  they  raised  $92.57. 


Another  $238  was  raised 
through  a  ticket  draw  organized  by 
Rafena  Ally. 

The  final  event  of  the  four- week 
campaign  was  a  casserole  pot  luck 
luncheon  held  on  the  ninth  floor  of 
the  O.S.  Longman  Building.  Sarah 
Blanchette  and  Jackie  Whittaker 
organized  the  contributions,  sold 
tickets  and  helped  serve  over  50 
people  at  noon  on  October  21.  The 
event  added  another  $149  to  the 
special  events  accounts  for  the  1988 
campaign. 

The  campaign  ended  with  an 
unexpected  bonus.  In  a  competition 
for  posters  and  displays  used  to 
promote  the  campaign,  the 
department's  display  won  first  prize! 
The  award  included  an  art  print 
which  will  be  framed  and  displayed 
in  the  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building. 
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a£ri~bits 


1. 

What  does  "CARTT"  stand  for? 

Answers 

2. 

What  are  the  three  species  of  rabbits  and  hares  found 

006'X  inoqy 

•9 

in  Alberta? 

0}BUI0}J8dnS  (3 

•s 

3. 

Dairy  products  constitute  about              per  cent  of 
each  dollar  spent  on  food? 

3  utui^t^  ui  qSiq  osjb  si  qoiqM  B^udBj 

V 

4. 

What  spice  is  the  mildest  form  of  cayenne? 

}uao  jad  9x 

c 

5. 

The  first  genetically  engineered  vegetable  was  a: 
a) supersquash 

liqqBj^DBp  pajTB;-a:uqM 
aqi  puB  ajBq  aoqsMOUg  aqi  'liqqB^j  [ibiuo^o;^  8HJ, 

'Z 

b)  superradish 

uajsuBJj,  XSomuqaaj,  puB  qojBasay  B^jaqiy/BpBUBQ 

'I 

c)  supertomato 


6.    How  many  people,  including  permanent  and 
temporary  staff,  work  for  Alberta  Agriculture? 

a)  1,250 

b)  1,900 

c)  2,300 


Test  Yourself 


The  simile,  a  figure  of  speech  that  describes  the 
resemblance  between  two  dissimilar  things,  can  add  color 
to  what  you  write  and  say. 

To  begin  cultivating  your  simile  sense,  see  if  you  can 
substitute  a  new  comparison  for  the  cliche  in  the  similes 
below.  Turn  the  page  upside  down  for  sample 
alternatives. 

1.  Agile  as  a  cat. 

2.  Fits  like  a  glove. 

3.  Busy  as  a  bee. 

4.  Hot  as  blazes. 

5.  Clear  as  mud. 

6.  Tight  as  a  drum 

7.  Weak  as  water 

8.  Easy  as  pie. 

9.  Loose  as  ashes. 


Sample  alternatives: 

anSuo;  s4dissog  b  sb  asooq  -q 
asja  auoauios  ui  ;|ubj  Suipuij  sb  ^SBg  g 
■hub  ua^ojq  b  sb  ^bo^\  ~i 
'^anbiujno;  b  sb  iqSij,  9 
uinpuBJOuioui  s^BJDnBOjnq  b  sb  jbojq  g 
jo^sid  b  jo  pua  ssamsnq  aq^  sb  yon  p 
p\  judy  uo  ;ub;uuoddb  ub  sb  Xsng  £ 
oSbsubs  b  uo  ui^s  aqi  a>{ij  s^t^  g 
lajpijD  ^ausiQ  ;ib^w  b  sb  a\iSy  1 


Source:  Communications  Briefings,  October  1987,  806 
Westminster  Blvd.,  Blackwood,  N.J.  08012 


tliemove 


Welcome  to  the  following  people  who  have  recently 
joined  Alberta  Agriculture:  James  Fenton,  Linda 
Hansen,  Gwen  Mansell,  Val  Bohaychuk,  Marilyn 
Sware,  George  Kurt,  Ron  Archibald,  Debbie  Backer, 
Sandra  Kerr,  Patricia  Jedel,  Dorothy  Davis,  Ken 
Brimacombe,  Michael  Kirylchuk,  Virginia  Coe,  Kent 
MacDonald,  Bette  Millar,  Muhammad  Younus,  Cathy 
Wolters,  Brenda  McCracken,  Lynda  Brown,  Norman 
Lowes,  Hannah  Mathers,  Ken  Blackley,  Leslie 
Wetter,  Carol  Bettac,  Leslie  Dowdell,  Roland 
Brassard  and  Rebecca  Lore 

Transfers:  Dennis  Bolingbroke,  formerly  head  of  the 
regional  vet  lab  at  Airdrie,  is  now  veterinarian  with  the 
pathology  branch  in  Edmonton. 


Good  luck  to  the  following  people  as  they  leave 
Alberta  Agriculture:  Elaine  Blaid,  Bonnie  Cowan, 
Christine  Cook,  Elizabeth  Chizen,  Lee  Hart,  Pat 
Davidson,  Bernadine  Webb,  Maeve  Doyle,  Brook 
Harker,  Donna  Provencal,  Jodi  Johnson,  Brenda 
Johnston,  Kerry  Kamieniecki,  Arthur  Belle-Kamara, 
Eva  Pavlik,  Lenore  Rockenbach,  David  Gibson, 
Leslee  Hannas,  Arlene  Swanson,  Helen  Schmidt, 
Maggie  Lamb,  and  Barbara  Granigan. 

It  is  with  regret  Ag-knowledge  notes  the  death  of  two 
long-time  Alberta  Agriculture  staff  members:  Linda 
Barvir  who  served  the  department  as  district  home 
economist  in  Lethbridge  and  Doug  Pettit,  head  of  the 
broadcast  media  branch. 
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